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System and Method for Managing Objects between Projects 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to an application system and method that enables program objects 
to be moved, copied, and otherwise manipulated between related program projects. 

Background of the Invention 

Programming computer systems and networks to perform complex tasks is frequently 
accomplished through the creation and integration of component objects. Such component 
objects are useful for accomplishing particular tasks and thus may be replicated and used 
whenever performance of the particular task is needed. The component objects are also useful in 
that they may be combined to form more complex component objects. A complex task requires 
the completion of many more basic tasks. Accordingly, a component object to perform a 
complex task may be formed from many component objects that perform more basic tasks. A 
user arranging and combining more complex component objects is frequently unaware of the 
more basic component objects that form the more complex component objects. 

When creating a project to accomplish a particular task it is desirable for the project to go 
through several stages such as development, testing, and final production. Changes to 
component objects and the relationships between objects may occur during such stages as 
development and testing. When propagating a change from one stage to another it becomes 
critical to track all changes that have been made to all component objects. 
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Summary of the Invention 

Accordingly, the present invention provides an application system that is used in 
managing objects between different stages of a project. The application system checks the 
dependencies between objects as they are moved from one stage to another. The application 
5 system allows a user to move or copy an object or group of objects from a project in a certain 
stage to the next stage. The application also allows users to manage objects within the same 
project and within other related projects. 
|; The present invention is particularly useful within complex decision support systems, 

5"? 1; 

hi reporting systems, business intelligence systems and on-line analytical processing (OLAP) 
CfO systems that efficiently retrieve useful information from data warehouses. Data warehouses 

typically allow users to tap into a business' s vast store of operational data to track and respond to 
f I business trends that facilitate forecasting and planning efforts. A decision support system 
O incorporating the present invention creates and maintains data about the store of operational data, 
about the system itself, about the user and about the information desired to be retrieved. These 
1 5 created data are organized into system objects. These system objects are used and manipulated to 
extract and format information that is particularly useful to a particular user. The decision 
support system includes objects that define and describe the particular store of operational data 
such as attributes, facts, hierarchies, transformations, partitions, tables and functions. System 
objects may also be related to the configuration of the system and thus define users, user groups, 
20 database instances, schedules, etc. System objects that are likely to be directly manipulated by a 
user include reports, documents, prompts, filters, templates, metrics, custom groups, 
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consolidations, searches, etc. Other system objects perform other tasks at the various operational 

levels of the decision support system. 

The system objects in the decision support system incorporating the invention may 

include or be included in other system objects. The system objects may also include more basic 
5 objects that are not system objects. These basic objects may or may not be unique to the decision 

support system. The system objects share certain common attributes. In particular, system 
r ■ objects include specific object information. This stored object information includes one or more 
fi; of a unique identifier, a version identifier, and other information regarding the system object. 
m The stored object information for each system object also includes references to other system 
lit 0 obj ects on which it depends. 

J= , The application system of the present invention uses the stored object information to 

i= allow users to efficiently develop projects by creating, modifying, and combining system objects 
C in a manner that results in the presentation and extraction of useful information from a vast store 
of operation data. The user may create related projects that accomplish similar tasks by using 
1 5 similar system objects. For example, the user may create related projects for different stages of 
development such as initial development, testing, and final production. These related projects 
are created by duplicating one project. Thus the object information regarding the system objects 
in each related project is similar. In particular, the unique object identifiers, the version 
identifiers, and system object dependencies are initially the same. This allows objects to be 
20 copied from one of the related projects to another without changing references to dependent 

system objects. As new and modified objects or groups of objects are deemed successful at one 
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stage, they may be copied to the next stage with the application system and method of the present 
invention. 

The application system of the present invention provides a system in which a user 
manages the objects in related projects. When the user requests that new or modified system 
objects be copied from a source project to a destination project, the application system collects 
the identification of any dependent system objects. The application system compares the unique 
identifier of the dependent system objects in the source project to the system objects in the 
destination project. Based on this comparison, the application system ensures that new or 
modified system objects are updated in the destination project. The dependent objects of 
modified dependent objects are also included in the comparison in a cascading manner that may 
result in the update of many more objects than would be efficient for a user to track and copy 
individually. The system application may rely on user input to determine which objects should 
be copied. This permits objects that may be required to be different in related projects to be 
maintained in different versions. 

The system application provides a means for a user to copy system objects from one 
related project to another while maintaining the desired relationships between the objects that 
were present in the source project. This allows the user to maintain a development project, a 
testing project and a production project that are each operational. Each project may operate on 
data of different levels of complexity. The user may develop features and modify or add system 
objects to a development stage, while testing other features on more complex databases, while a 
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operational version of the project is being used on real operational data to produce useful 
information. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an architecture for a system according to an 
embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a flowchart illustrating steps performed by a process utilizing a query engine 
according to an embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 3 is a map of an object manipulated according to an embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 4 is a flowchart illustrating the development of projects of objects manipulated 
according to an embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 5 is a flowchart illustrating the steps preformed to copy an object from a source 
project to a destination project according to an embodiment of the invention. 

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments 

The present invention may be used in many contexts including reporting systems, 
decision support systems, business intelligence systems and OLAP systems. A particular 
embodiment of such a system for use of the present invention is provided below. 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a system 100 by which a variety of data resources 
may be accessed for business analytic, report generation and other intelligence purposes 
according to an embodiment of the invention. According to a preferred embodiment, the system 
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100 may comprise an Online Analytical Processing (OLAP) decision support system (DSS). In 

particular, Fig. 1 may comprise a portion of the MicroStrategy 7 or 7.1 platform which provides a 

preferred system in which the present invention may be implemented. 

In general, through using the system 100 of the invention, analysts, managers and other 
5 users may query or interrogate a plurality of databases or database arrays to extract demographic, 

sales, and/or financial data and information and other patterns from records stored in such 
□ databases or database arrays to identify strategic trends. Those strategic trends may not be 
p discernable without processing the queries and treating the results of the data extraction 
JJf according to the techniques performed by the systems and methods of the invention. This is in 
oj 0 part because the size and complexity of some data portfolios stored in such databases or database 
O arrays may mask those trends. 

I In addition, system 1 00 may enable the creation of reports or services that are processed 
P according to a schedule. Users may then subscribe to the service, provide personalization criteria 
and have the information automatically delivered to the user, as described in U.S. Patent No. 
15 6, 1 54,766 to Yost et al. , which is commonly assigned and hereby incorporated by reference. 

As illustrated in Fig. 1, a business, a government or another user may access the resources 
of the system 100 using a user engine 102. The user engine 102 may include a query input 
module 1 16 to accept a plurality of searches, queries or other requests, via a query box on a 
graphical user interface (GUI) or another similar interface. The user engine 102 may 
20 communicate with an analytical engine 1 04. The analytical engine 1 04 may include a set of 

extensible modules to run a plurality of statistical analyses, to apply filtering criteria, to perform z 
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neural net technique or another technique to condition and treat data extracted from data 
resources hosted in the system 100, according to a query received from the user engine 102. 

The analytical engine 104 may communicate with a query engine 106, which in turn 
interfaces to one or more data storage devices 108a, 108b ... 108n (where n is an arbitrary 
5 number). The data storage devices 108a, 108b .. . 108n may include or interface to a relational 
database or another structured database stored on a hard disk, an optical disk, a solid state device 
or another similar storage media. When implemented as databases, the data storage devices 
S ] 1 08a, 1 08b ... 1 08n may include or interface to, for example, an Oracle™ relational database 
\: i such as sold commercially by Oracle Corporation, an Informix™ database, a Database 2 (DB2) 
C| 0 database, a Sybase™ database, or another data storage device or query format, platform or 
L resource such as an OLAP format, a Standard Query Language (SQL) format, a storage area 
£ network (SAN), or a Microsoft Access™ database. It should be understood that while data 
B storage devices 1 08a, 1 08b ... 1 08n are illustrated as a plurality of data storage devices, in some 
embodiments the data storage devices may be contained within a single database or another 
15 single resource. 

Any of the user engine 102, the analytical engine 104 and the query engine 106 or other 
resources of the system 100 may include or interface to or be supported by computing resources, 
such as one or more associated servers. When a server is employed for support, the server may 
include, for instance, a workstation running a Microsoft Windows NT operating system, a 
20 Windows™ 2000 operating system, a Unix operating system, a Linux operating system, a Xenix 
operating system, an IBM AIX™ operating system, a Hewlett-Packard UX™ operating system, a 
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Novell Netware™ operating system, a Sun Microsystems Solaris™ operating system, an OS/2™ 
operating system, a BeOS™ operating system, a Macintosh operating system, an Apache 
platform, an OpenStep™ operating system, or another similar operating system or platform. 
According to one embodiment of the present invention, analytical engine 104 and query engine 
5 1 06 may comprise elements of an intelligence server 1 03 . 

The data storage devices 108a, 108b ... 108n may be supported by a server or another 
resource and may, in some embodiments, include redundancy, such as a redundant array of 
r, independent disks (RAID), for data protection. The storage capacity of any one or more of the 
J data storage devices 108a, 108b ... 108n may be of various sizes, from relatively small data sets 
lo to very large database (VLDB)-scale data sets, such as warehouses holding terabytes of data or 
= ; more. The fields and types of data stored within the data storage devices 108a, 108b .. . 108n 

may also be diverse, and may include, for instance, financial, personal, news, marketing, 
*i technical, addressing, governmental, military, medical or other categories of data or information. 

The query engine 106 may mediate one or more queries or information requests from 
1 5 those received from the user at the user engine 102 to parse, filter, format and otherwise process 
such queries to be submitted against the data contained in the data storage devices 108a, 108b .. . 
108n. Thus, a user at the user engine 102 may submit a query requesting information in SQL 
format, or have the query translated to SQL format. The submitted query is then transmitted via 
the analytical engine 104 to the query engine 106. The query engine 106 may determine, for 
20 instance, whether the transmitted query may be processed by one or more resources of the data 
storage devices 108a, 108b ... 108n in its original format. If so, the query engine 106 may 
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directly transmit the query to one or more of the resources of the data storage devices 108a, 108b 
... 108n for processing. 

If the transmitted query cannot be processed in its original format, the query engine 106 
may perform a translation of the query from an original syntax to a syntax compatible with one or 
5 more of the data storage devices 1 08a, 1 08b ... 1 08n by invoking a syntax module 1 1 8 to 

conform the syntax of the query to standard SQL, DB2, Informix™, Sybase™ formats or to other 

0 data structures, syntax or logic. The query engine 1 06 may likewise parse the transmitted query 

01 to determine whether it includes any invalid formatting or to trap other errors included in the 
W transmitted query, such as a request for sales data for a future year or other similar types of 
30 errors. Upon detecting an invalid or an unsupported query, the query engine 1 06 may pass an 
Q error message back to the user engine 1 02 to await further user input. 

M When a valid query such as a search request is received and conformed to a proper 

F? format, the query engine 1 06 may pass the query to one or more of the data storage devices 108a, 
108n . .. 108n for processing. In some embodiments, the query may be processed for one or more 
15 hits against one or more databases in the data storage devices 108a, 108b .. . 108n. For example, 
a manager of a restaurant chain, a retail vendor or another similar user may submit a query to 
view gross sales made by the restaurant chain or retail vendor in the State of New York for the 
year 1999. The data storage devices 108a, 108b ... 108n may be searched for one or more fields 
corresponding to the query to generate a set of results 114. 
20 Although illustrated in connection with each data storage device 1 08 in Fig. 1 , the results 

1 14 may be generated from querying any one or more of the databases of the data storage 
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devices 108a, 108b ... 108n, depending on which of the data resources produce hits from 
processing the search query. In some embodiments of the system 100 of the invention, the 
results 1 14 may be maintained on one or more of the data storage devices 108a, 108b ... 108n to 
permit one or more refinements, iterated queries, joinders or other operations to be performed on 
5 the data included in the results 1 14 before passing the information included in the results 1 14 
back to the analytical engine 104 and other elements of the system 100. 
r When any such refinements or other operations are concluded, the results 1 14 may be 

£ transmitted to the analytical engine 1 04 via the query engine 1 06. The analytical engine 1 04 may 
then perform statistical, logical or other operations on the results 1 14 for presentation to the user. 
j|0 For instance, the user may submit a query asking which of its retail stores in the State of New 
h York reached $1M in sales at the earliest time in the year 1 999. Or, the user may submit a query 

asking for an average, a mean and a standard deviation of an account balance on a portfolio of 
p credit or other accounts. 

The analytical engine 104 may process such queries to generate a quantitative report 110, 
1 5 which may include a table or other output indicating the results 1 1 4 extracted from the data 
storage devices 108a, 108b . .. 108n. The report 1 10 may be presented to the user via the user 
engine 102, and, in some embodiments, may be temporarily or permanently stored on the user 
engine 102, a client machine or elsewhere, or printed or otherwise output. In some embodiments 
of the system 100 of the invention, the report 1 10 or other output may be transmitted to a 
20 transmission facility 1 12, for transmission to a set of personnel via an email, an instant message, 
a text-to- voice message, a video or via another channel or medium. The transmission facility 1 12 
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may include or interface to, for example, a personalized broadcast platform or service such as the 
Narrowcaster platform or Telecaster service sold by MicroStrategy Incorporated or another 
similar communications channel or medium. Similarly, in some embodiments of the invention, 
more than one user engine 102 or other client resource may permit multiple users to view the 
5 report 1 10, such as, for instance, via a corporate intranet or over the Internet using a Web 

browser. Various authorization and access protocols may be employed for security purposes to 
f~j vary the access permitted users to such report 1 1 0 in such embodiments. 
W: Additionally, as described in the ' 766 Patent, an administrative level user may create a 

W report as part of a service. Subscribers/users may then receive access to reports through various 
rfO types of data delivery devices including telephones, pagers, PDAs, WAP protocol devices, email, 
} -i facsimile, and many others. In addition, subscribers may specify trigger conditions so that the 
u subscriber receives a report only when that condition has been satisfied, as described in detail in 
P the 4 766 Patent. The platform of Fig. 1 may have many other uses, as described in detail with 
respect to the MicroStrategy 7 and 7.1 platform, the details of which will be appreciated by one 
1 5 of ordinary skill in the reporting and decision support system art. 

The steps performed in a method 200 for processing data according to the invention are 
illustrated in the flowchart of Fig. 2. In step 202, the method 200 begins. In step 204, the user 
may supply input, such as a query or a request for information, via the user engine 102. In step 
206, the user input query may be preliminarily processed, for instance, to determine whether it 
20 includes valid fields and for other formatting and error-flagging issues. In step 208, any error 
conditions may be trapped and an error message presented to the user, for correction of the error 
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conditions. In step 21 0, if a query is in a valid format, the query may then be transmitted to the 
analytical engine 104. 

In step 212, the analytical engine 104 may further process the input query as appropriate 
to ensure the intended results 1 14 may be generated to apply the desired analytics. In step 214, 
5 the query engine 1 06 may further filter, format and otherwise process the input query to ensure 
that the query is in a syntax compatible with the syntax of the data storage devices 108a, 108b . .. 
n 1 08n. In step 2 1 6, one or more appropriate databases or other resources within the data storage 
CI devices 1 08a, 1 08b ... 1 08n may be identified to be accessed for the given query. 
W In step 2 1 8, the query may be transmitted to the data storage devices 1 08a, 1 08b . . . 1 08n 

Ho and the query may be processed for hits or other results 1 14 against the content of the data 
p storage devices 108a, 108b . . . 108n. In step 220, the results 1 14 of the query may be refined, and 
M intermediate or other corresponding results 1 14 may be stored in the data storage devices 108a, 
P 108b ... 108n. In step 222, the final results 114 of the processing of the query against the data 

storage devices 1 08a, 1 08b ... 1 08n may be transmitted to the analytical engine 1 04 via the query 
1 5 engine 1 06. In step 224, a plurality of analytical measures, filters, thresholds, statistical or other 
treatments may be run on the results 1 14. In step 226, a report 1 10 may be generated. The 
report 1 10, or other output of the analytic or other processing steps, may be presented to the user 
via the user engine 102. In step 228, the method 200 ends. 

The access of data resources as described above relies on various modules, reports, 
20 documents, prompts, filters, templates, metrics, custom groups, consolidations, searches, 
attributes, facts, hierarchies, transformations, partitions, tables, functions, users, database 
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instances, schedules, etc. These data are distinct from the data resources that are hosted and 
accessed by the system. These data that are created, stored, and used by the system during its 
operation are referred to as metadata. Each engine in the system may use the metadata as 
required to complete the processes initiated by the user input. Effective manipulation of the 
5 metadata allows the effective creation of queries, reports, requests and other routines and actions 
that may be useful for each particular user. 

As noted above the various user engines, analytical engines, and query engines may 
f ; ' include or interface to or be supported by one or more associated servers that may operate in 
uj various different environments. The various engines and modules may be located in different 
Cjo places that have different customs. To accommodate these differences, the metadata is stored in 
a neutral representation and is converted to a form required by an environment or a locale as it is 
u accessed. In particular, the metadata includes many numbers, dates, and times whose 
B representation varies depending on customs of the viewer, which are typically based on the 
viewer's location. For example the text string "1,000" is used in US-English to represent the 
1 5 integer 1 000. In German the same string represents the floating-point number 1 to four 

significant digits. Similarly the text string "1 1/7/1999" represents the 1 1 th July 1999 in British 
English, but 7 th November 1999 in US-English. The neutral form for numbers may be a binary 
representation and for dates may be a MsiDateTime class. When the presentation form of the 
metadata varies, the metadata is converted to the proper form from the neutral form before it is 
20 displayed. The conversion relies on determining the locale of the user. When the metadata is 
accessed by a desktop GUI, the system defaults of the desktop system may used to determine tfc 
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proper form of the metadata. When the metadata is accessed through a web browser the ASP 
reads off the web browser's locale when a user logs on, and includes it as a parameter of its 
create session method. Whenever an engine calls an XML generation component on behalf of 
some user, it uses the XML process context to pass in the locale for generating the XML. The 
XML generation routines automatically format all numbers and dates into strings in the XML, 
using the standard conversion functions. The XML context supplies the required locale. XML 
parsing routines also use the supplied locale when reading in numbers and dates. Some numbers 
and dates may be passed as strings, and then translated, rather than relying on the XML parser to 
do the conversion. 

The metadata is organized into various system objects with some common attributes. 
System objects are particular routines, applications, data sets, filters, modules, etc. that are 
manipulated by the user and the user engine, analytical engine, and query engine to efficiently 
extract useful information from the base data resources. These system objects may be grouped 
into projects designed by or for a particular user of the network architecture to accomplish 
particular goals. The network architecture is designed to allow the flexible use of these system 
objects to perform a wide variety of functions on the base data resources to provide information 
in many useful formats. The development of the specific objects in specific projects allows 
successful extraction of information from the base data resources. 

A map of a representative system object is shown in Fig. 3. System objects may be 
further divided into objects. However not all such objects are system objects. System objects 
start with a type-specific interface 302 that has the name of the type of the object. System objects 
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include an information object 304. The system object definition or expression 306 includes 
information that is specific to the particular type of system object. Information object 304 
includes properties that are common to system objects. These properties include one or more of 
a unique identifier, a version identifier, state, dates, comments, and other properties. The 
5 information object 304 also includes embedded object information 308 that provides information 
on other system objects that contain or refer to this object. The information object 304 also 
CI includes dependents information that lists the system objects that appear in this system objects 
definition or expression. 

?J{ The term dependent is used in a manner similar to subordinate. A system object is a 

flO dependent object of another system object when the other system object incorporates or 

O otherwise calls the dependent object. This usage does not require that the dependent object rely 

H on the other object for operation. To the contrary, the other object typically relies on its 

ff dependent objects for operation. Thus a system object typically requires the presence of its 

dependent objects for operation. Furthermore, dependent objects may recursively have their own 
1 5 dependent objects. Thus a system object may refer to another system object indirectly through 
one or more intermediate system objects. Herein the term "dependent objects" is used to name 
any system object to which another system object refers whether directly or indirectly. 

Related system objects may be grouped into folders. When the system objects work 
together to accomplish particular tasks, the folders may represent particular projects. The 
20 retention of the specific references to dependent system objects is useful for updating or adding 
system objects to a project. When adding a new or modified object to a project, all of its 
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dependent objects should be present in a form recognized by the added system object The 
system object remains complete when its dependent system objects are in the same project in a 
compatible form. Typically this means that at the same time that a system object is added to a 
project, the latest version of each dependent system object that has been modified must also be 
5 added to project. 

Projects typically go through several stages before they are considered finished. Each 
stage has its own project. For instance, there may be a development stage in which the system 
f? : ; objects are created for the first time. There may be testing stage where the objects are tested and 
US final production stage where the actual project is accomplished by acting on actual operational 
if 0 data of a business. In a particular embodiment of this invention an application system assists in 
1 the creation of parallel copies of projects for use as different stages and in the manipulation of 

system objects from one project to other related projects, 
t The typical steps in a method conducted with the application system of this embodiment 

are shown in Fig. 4. In step 402, a project is created. The project may include various system 
1 5 objects that facilitate a user in extracting useful information from the stored base data. The 
various system objects that the user explicitly includes in the project likely have various 
dependent system objects. As previously described, many dependent system will recursively 
have their own dependent system objects. Accordingly, the number of system objects in a project 
may appear unmanageable, even though the user may only explicitly use a limited number of 
20 system objects. In step 404, the project is duplicated to create a second stage. The duplication of 
step 404 duplicates each of the system objects that are present in the project of the initial stage. 
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Thus, the system objects in the second stage project have the same system object identifiers, the 
same embedded object information, and the same dependents information as the objects in the 
initial stage project. The relationships between the various objects are thus maintained in the two 
projects. There may be times when all the relationships may not be desired to be maintained 
5 exactly. For instance, the two projects may operate on different base data resources. In this 
instance some editing of the system objects may be required to correctly refer to the differing 

3 base data resources. The result of step 402 is two separate projects that may be treated 
5 independently, but that maintain similar relationships between objects and have a similar 
function. These two projects are particularly useful for conducting different stages of 

Ik) development. 

□ After a system object, or modification to a system object, has been successfully 

r implemented in a stage, it is typically desired to transfer the new or modified system object from 

:i one stage to another. The application system of the present invention facilitates the copying of 

system objects from one project to another related project. This updating of system objects is 
1 5 show in step 406 of Fig. 4. The duplication of system objects is facilitated by step 404 in that the 
system objects in each stage have similar identifiers and references to other dependent system 
objects. It is, however, important that the references for each modified system object to be 
updated during the copying process. Managing the cascading updates that are required by 
copying a system object from one project to another is accomplished through the use of the 
20 application system of an embodiment of the present invention. As discussed above, the 
dependencies between system objects are recorded. The system application checks these 
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dependencies and facilitates the updating of all the changes that cascade through the system 
object dependencies. The application system compares the system object identifiers and version 
identifiers to determine which system object may warrant modification. 

If there are more than two stages, then steps 404 and 406 are essentially repeated to form 
5 further projects at different stages. In Fig. 4, a third stage is created in step 408. The third stage 
is updated in step 410. It should be understood that steps 406 and 410 might occur repeatedly at 
□ anytime after the particular project that is updated has been created. Step 406 occurs repeatedly 
1 after step 404. Step 410 occurs repeatedly after step 408. However, step 408 may occur before 
tj occurrences of step 406. It should also be understood that the system application of this 
jo embodiment may be used to copy system objects from any project to another as long as the 
I! source and the destination projects use similar system object identifiers. For example, different 
t users may be provided different projects to use. The projects for different users may have minor 
3 functional differences and, accordingly, minor differences in the included system objects. 

Related projects include similar object identifiers since one project is copy of the other or, 
1 5 possibly, a copy of a copy of another. Thus, it should be understood that step 408 can be 

accomplished by duplicating the initial stage. Steps 404 and 408 may be performed before steps 
406 and 410 by duplicating the initial stage twice. 

Fig. 5 shows the general method the system application uses to copy an object from a 
source project to a destination project. In step 502, the system application, when copying an 
20 object from a source project to a destination project, first determines if the object exists in the 
destination project. If the object does not exist in the destination project, the system application 
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copies the object to the destination project as shown in step 504. If the object does exist in the 
destination project, as shown in step 506, the system application compares the object in the 
source project with the object in the destination object. Two system objects are considered 
identical when they have the same unique identifier, when they have the same version identifier, 
5 and when their state property indicates that there is no modification to either object since the last 
time its version identifier was updated. If the source object and the destination object are 
identical, the system application determines whether to duplicate the object in the destination 
: ; project or whether to take no action and keep the destination object as is, as shown in step 508. 
J This determination typically is accomplished by prompting the user to input the desired result, 
D although the system application may include specific routines to make the determination in 
particular situations. A duplicate object will be assigned a new unique identifier and a new 
r< version identifier. The new name of the duplicate object may be selected by the user or generated 
by the system application. In step 510, if the destination object is not identical to the source 
object, then the system application determines whether to keep the destination object as it is (not 
1 5 include the source object in the destination project), replace the destination object with the source 
object, or duplicate the object as described in conjunction with step 508. Again this 
determination is typically made by prompting the user. The determination may be based on 
whether the source object is newer or older than the destination object by comparing dates in the 
object information. 

20 Typically a system object that is copied from one project to another contains references to 

other objects. The system application examines each of these dependencies. For each object 
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referenced by an object that is copied to a destination project, the system application proceeds 
according to Fig. 5 to determine whether and in what manner to copy the dependent objects. 
However, when dealing with dependent objects the system application generally does not 
determine to duplicate the object in any of steps 504, 508, or 510. Accordingly, the user may not 
5 be prompted with the option to duplicate dependent objects. In the preferred embodiment, the 
system application examines all the recursive dependencies of the object the user selects to be 
copied. The system application then acts to copy, where required, all the dependents of an object 
to the destination project prior to copying the selected object. This sequence results in each 
4 object being present in a project before another object may refer to it. 

|;0 The system application communicates with a server or servers that control the storage of 

- the metadata. These servers may or may not operate in the same environment. The system 
^ application is a program that includes a user interface, typically a graphical user interface. The 
2 program also includes an operational module that is capable of processing the system objects as 

described herein. The operational module is capable of interfacing with the various 
1 5 environments in which the metadata may reside and converting the metadata into a form 
compatible in one environment to a form compatible in another environment. The system 
application may reside on a machine-readable medium for sale and distribution. 

Other embodiments and uses of the invention will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
from consideration of the specification and practice of the invention disclosed herein. The 
20 disclosure and examples should be considered exemplary only. 
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